MODERN   ARCTIC   EXPLORATION
hardly compare Glasevmorput with modern exploration
elsewhere, as it is chiefly concerned with the development
of the Arctic. But if the economic-minded reader asks
us of what use the modern expedition is to the com-
munity, we shall be able to find many satisfactory
examples among the Russian activities.
It is perhaps here that we come upon the next stage
in Arctic exploration, which lies outside the scope of this
book, but can even now be guessed at. It is the stage at
which the pioneer's activity becomes a thing of the past,
and at which the Arctic regions, and the life and work
in progress there, is a natural, logical part of the com-
munity, with its own administration, its own permanent
officials: a self-supporting machine, parallel to all other
community-machines to which we are accustomed.
The modern expedition represents the transition to this
stage. With its lengthy preparation, and the long period
of work remaining after the journey itself is over, it is
assuming the character of something permanent. The
time will come when the actual expedition, while re-
maining the natural climax to a period of work, will be
a thing apart, of no more and no less interest than the
general life of the department of Arctic investigation at
home.